
Benjamin 'Ben' Parker Broderick
October 13, 1968 - July 2, 2015

Benjamin Parker Broderick was born October 13, 1968 in Bellafonte, Pennsylvania to
Carlfred and Kathleen Broderick. His father was a professor at Penn State (and Ben loved
PSU football for the rest of his life). He was the youngest of eight children. When he was
three the family moved to Cerritos, California where Ben lived for the rest of his life before
getting married. He remembered that car trip across the country very vividly. He
remembered loving to sit in the wheel well of the family’s station wagon, watching the
amazing scenery from the seemingly exotic places they drove through. 

Ben had an idyllic childhood in his home. He loved the fabulous birthday parties his
mother would throw, the games he played with his siblings, the singing the Broderick
family always seemed to be doing, and the gospel conversations that were such a part of
his home life. 

Ben loved studying the gospel and sharing that love with one and all. He served a two-
year LDS mission to Norway when he was 19. It was a very difficult mission for him, but in
later years he would comment on how valuable a learning experience it was. He loved
studying scriptures and trying to understand the gospel and the plan of salvation more
fully. 

 

Ben was always an idealist. He was involved in political and social causes, community
service, and in trying to improve the way “the system” (whatever system it was) worked.
His idealism led him to get a degree in film from the USC film school in order to make
documentaries. He graduated Summa Cum Laude on May 8, 1992, with his film degree
and with a minor in International Relations. 



Ben met Jonia Allen in the Southern California Mormon Choir on March 25, 1992. Their
courtship consisted of talking after choir for long hours, one date to Forever Plaid, and
singing at one funeral. Ben proposed for the first time on May 20th. They formalized it the
next week at Disneyland’s wishing well, and formalized it yet again in June with the ring
and the formal asking of Jonia’s dad for her hand. They were married in the LDS Manti
Temple November 28, 1992. 

 

For a few years after marriage Ben sold insurance, sold stocks and bonds, and worked as
a court reporter and proofreader (with Jonia as his boss). It was that last job that
convinced him to become a lawyer – the one job he had vowed never to do. 

By now Ben and Jonia had their wonderful daughter Jonia Elizabeth, who was born March
6, 1996 in Glendale, California. From the very beginning he was wrapped around her little
finger. His world revolved around his little girl (no matter how big she got!). 

 

In 1997 Ben began law school at BYU’s J. Reuben Clarke Law School, where he
graduated second in his class in 2000. After school the family of three moved back to
Southern California – to the city of Fullerton. He began working at Gibson Dunn &
Crutcher in Los Angeles where he remained for 10 very successful years. After Gibson he
moved to Theodora Oringher – a place he truly loved. He was there for 5-1/2 years. 

Ben always said that his only real hobby was his family – and he showed it by the time he
spent with them. They loved to sing together, travel together, talk history, politics, social
issues, and literature together, and just have fun together. They travelled together to all 50
states, Canada, France and the British Isles. 



Ben served in his church in a variety of callings – his favorite being the adult Sunday
School teacher. He also served as Ward Mission leader twice, Elder’s Quorum President
twice, Stake Sunday School President, and as counselor in three bishoprics. 

He was a very loyal and loving husband, a fantastic father, a caring son and brother, and a
devoted follower of the Savior. His example of Christlike service and devotion touched
many hearts and blessed many lives. 

 

Ben passed away suddenly on Thursday, July 2, 2015. He is survived by his wife, Jonia,
his daughter, Jonia Elizabeth, his mother Kathleen and by his seven siblings Kate, Carl,
Victor, Wendi, Jenifer, Frank, and Beverly.
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Daniel Lyons - February 25, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I worked closely with Ben at Gibson Dunn, where we lost many otherwise billable
hours discussing issues of faith, family, and the state of the republic. His career
inspired my own, for which I am forever grateful to him. I was shocked to hear of
his passing. My heart aches for the family that he loved so much.

Hyeyoung Bang-Thompson - February 02, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I had the privilege of knowing Ben in law school. He was truly one of the nicest,
most humble and incredibly brilliant people I have ever met in my life. He never
had a negative thing to say about anyone and I admired his work ethic. I am so
sorry to hear of his death.

Patti Riordan - September 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I had the great pleasure of working with Ben. He was a wonderful, sweet man, a
bright and gifted lawyer and adored his family. We had many talks about his faith
and he always loved to teach others who wanted to learn. His faith was so strong,
it amazed me. I am so sorry for the loss of a wonderful person too soon. I will
think of him often. My most sincere and heartfelt condolences to his family,
friends and colleagues.

Trevor Walker - July 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I didn't know Ben for very long but had the pleasure of working with him for the
last year. He was a good, fair and passionate man and I consider myself very
lucky to have been able to get to know and to work with him. My condolences on
your loss.

Bob Metzger - July 10, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I valued my time working with Ben and considering him a friend. I was always
impressed and by his work ethic and inspired by his faith and values.
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Joyce Jordan - July 10, 2015 at 12:00 AM

No Farewell Words were SpokenNo farewell words were spoken,no time to say
goodbye,you were gone before we knew it,and only God can tell us why.It broke
our hearts to lose you,but you didn't go alone,for part of us went with you,the day
God called you home. Rest in piece.

July 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Broderick Family, Our hearts and thoughts and prayers are with
youconstantly! Love, Gary and Judy Bingham 
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